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The mission of Concord United Methodist Church is to worship God, be receptive to the leading of the Holy Spirit and to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

As one year comes to an end and a new one begins, it is fitting to take time both to reflect and to look ahead.  For some of us, we are glad that 2011 is over and we are hoping for a better year in 2012.  For others, 2011 was wonderful, and we can only hope 2012 will be as good.  

Kim and I might fit somewhere in between.  2011 was wonderful for us in many ways—almost too wonderful!  We experienced the culmination of a long journey as I learned in early spring that I would be ordained at our Annual Conference.  Also in the spring, we were especially thrilled when not one, but two of our children were engaged to be married.  The engagements were five weeks apart and the weddings were nine weeks apart this fall.  I was humbled to have the amazing privilege of officiating at both weddings, one in New York City and the other here at Concord UMC.  We are incredibly blessed to have gained a new daughter-in-law and son-in-law.  As wonderful as these weddings were, there were times when I thought my kids had given me more than I could handle.  These events made for a very full year for us, and we are actually hoping for a quieter year for our family in 2012!

It was also a very eventful year in our church.  We had more funerals, and we received more new members, than in any other year since Kim and I came to Concord UMC six-and ½ years ago (we are certainly hoping for less of the former in 2012).  Our church began a now thriving backpack ministry; we went on a mission trip to a storm-ravaged area of eastern North Carolina; we were blessed by the ministries of five different interns, two of whom we were privileged to send off to be student pastors; we held several fruitful Bible studies; we experienced significant growth in the membership of our community garden; and we have taken the first steps toward the possible operation of a child care ministry in our church.  

Kim and I are especially grateful for all the love and support of our church family in 2011.  I felt at times during the year that due to the events in our family, I was not as present as I would have liked to be.  But you seemed not to notice as you supported us, loved us and celebrated with us every step of the way.  We were overwhelmed by your generosity, thoughtfulness and hospitality.  My family who were here for my ordination and for Jessica’s wedding are still raving about the good people here at Concord and the gracious hospitality you showed them.  We cannot thank you enough.

As we begin a new year, we continue to consider ourselves abundantly blessed to be in ministry with all of you.  We are excited about the many existing and new ministry opportunities that God has given to us.  The Spirit is clearly moving among us and leading us to venture out in exciting and challenging ways.  We give thanks to God and to all of you for the privilege of serving our Lord with you.  We remain confident that the best days of Concord UMC are ahead of us.

May God richly bless each of you and Concord UMC in 2012.


Grace and Peace,


David

Prayer Requests


As we thank God for our many blessings, let us remember to keep the following people in our prayers:  our troops and the leaders of all nations,  Keith Thomas, Otelier Davis, Elwood Davis, Joe Guthrie, the Clay family, Gwen McClure, Humberto Reyna, Donald Ferguson, Roy and Mary Michael, Jerry Johnson, Sherry White, Mark Ward & family, Matthew Lanigan, Edna Coble, Ellen Williams, Cameron Horner, Phyllis Marlette, Bobby Adams, David Pierson, Jr., Donna Barnes, Liesl Von Hoene & family, Tom Cole, Mary Smith, Leslie Van Meter, Hugh Woody Guthrie, Geder Wilson, John Forsyth, Ralph Davis, Russ Brown, Billy Cook, Ernest Braxton, Jimmy Ossenfort, Karen Herring, Joey Guthrie, Jeannie Rinehart, Lalita Well, Gerald Lindley, Ken Johnson, Hugh Woody and Manie Guthrie, Edgar Flythe, Tommy Coble, Bridget Clapp, Wayne and Beverly Guthrie, students and staff at BEJ, the families of Jonathan Garrett and Howell Braxton.

Help Needed
We will take down the church Christmas decorations on Tuesday evening, January 3.  If you are able, please come to the church around 6:30 pm to help take down and pack up the decorations.  

Ladies Day Out

The Lunch Bunch will meet on Wednesday, January 11 at 11:00 am in the church parking lot to go eat lunch at Harbor Inn in Burlington.  Everyone is welcome to join us!  If you don’t want to car pool, you can meet the group at Harbor Inn at 11:30.

Financial News

DECEMBER 2011

$9,375.00 Giving Goal

$12,180 As of 12/25/2011

$  2,805 Exceeded monthly goal

Total Budget Goal for 2011 $112,500

We are short of our projected budget $5,497. If you can help, please send your donation to the Church address. Your contribution can be designated in memory or honor of a loved one.

HONORARIUMS 
IN MEMORY OF

Silas & Beulah Guthrie by Fannie Zachary for the Back Pack Program.

Buck Walters by Tommy & Vickie for the Budget 

Robert Grey Hargrove by Dale Hargrove for the Budget 

Robert Grey Hargrove, Jr. by Dale Hargrove for the Budget 

Roy & Avis Johnson by Kyle & Karen Martin for the Budget 

Tom Woody by Tommy & Jean Woody for the Budget 

Tom Woody by Autry & Judy Barrett for the Budget 

Sarah Marie Woody by Autry & Judy Barrett for the Budget 

Ken Johnson by Donald & Rebecca Braxton for the Budget 

Clara Johnson by Donald & Rebecca Braxton for the Budget 

Frank & Mary Penny by Roger & Sue Whitman for the Budget 

George Penny by Roger & Sue Whitman for the Budget 

Grace Whitman by Roger & Sue Whitman for the Budget 

Elaine Russell Hargrove by John & Rene Lanigan for the Budget.
Velna Roberson Newlin by Catherine Newlin Mangum for the Endowment Fund.

IN HONOR OF

Jesus’s Birthday by Jolene Guthrie for the Budget.

Jolene & David by Fannie Zachary for the Budget.

George Woody by Russell & Donna Woody for the Budget 

George Woody by Tom & Beckie Hargrove for the Budget.

Edna Coble by Tom & Beckie Hargrove for the Budget.

Joe Guthrie by Tom & Beckie Hargrove for the Budget.

Ellen Williams by Tom & Beckie Hargrove for the Budget.

Edna Coble’s Birthday by Tommy & Vickie Coble for the Budget 

Edna Coble’s Birthday by James, Cindy, Taylor & Alyson for the Budget 

Edna Coble’s Birthday by Tommy, Teri, Austin, Wesley, Tyler & Trey for the Budget
Lorraine Cates, Edna Coble, Christina & Payton Wilkins, Braxton Reyna & Pattie Jean Spinillo’s Birthday by Ernest & Ruth Ann Braxton for the Budget.

Tom & Beckie Hargrove’s Anniversary by Ernest & Ruth Ann Braxton.

If you would like to make a donation in honor or memory of someone, please mail it to the Church address or to Tom Coble, Church Treasurer, 4357A E. Greensboro-Chapel Hill Rd., Graham, NC  27253.
New for 2012 We will be providing statements of contributions as a courtesy for those who need the statements for tax purposes.  Our treasurer, Tommy Coble, has developed a spreadsheet for the purposes of recording individual donations each week.  Contributions will be recorded automatically each time you make a donation by check.  If you donate cash and you would like the cash amount included in your statement of contributions, please put the cash in an envelope with your name on it.   If you have questions, please contact Tommy Coble at twcoble@gmail.com.















